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Welcome to Uppsala University and to the 24th CESE conference.
I am happy to welcome you to the conference venue —to our brand new campus, dedicated to education, teacher training and related fields.

In Swedish, the name of the campus is “Blåsenhus”, something which roughly translates into “windy house” or, if you will, “tempestuous building”. The area which now houses this campus bore that name before the buildings were there, so it does in no way reflect the current activities.

Instead, I find that the theme of the current conference sums up what our newest campus is all about: “enlightenment, creativity and education.”  What comes next in your main caption — “polities, politics and performances” — are perhaps the practical implementations that follow from the three initial words. I find that they also neatly sum up the business of a comprehensive university of today.

Why? “Enlightenment” — whichever way we define it — remains the ideological cornerstone of our activities. “Creativity” is the fundamental quality that all scientists, scholars and educators need in order to do a good job. “Education” is what we eventually engage in whatever the aim of our research business — in educating students, in educating society, in educating ourselves.

As the world changes, educational systems change with it. Or should we say that as educational systems change, the world changes too? The comparative perspective embraced by this conference and by the Comparative Education Society in Europe assists “with the formulation and implementation of educational policy”, as the conference theme statement puts it. In doing so, your work is valuable to those of us who deeply care about the quality of our educational system on all levels and, as such, your work is ultimately valuable to society.

I wish you the best of luck in your deliberations here in Uppsala. Once again, welcome to Uppsala University.

