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LA Xe CONFERENCE
EUROPEENNE D'EDUCATION
COMPAREE
aura lieu du 20 au 23
septembre 1981 & Genéve
(Suisse)

Cette Conférence marque le vingtieme
anniversaire de ["‘Association Euro-
péenne d'Education Comparée (CESE).
Elle sera consacrée a établir un premier
bilan du développement des sciences
de I'éducation dans les pays euro-
péens, ceci depuis la derniére guerre
mondiale.

Le théme retenu ast: Le futur des Scien-
ces de 'éducation: enjeux théarigues et
institutionnels.

Organisée par I'Université de Genéve
dans les locaux d'UNI 1I, sous les auspi-
ces de 'UNESCO, de la Confédération
suisse et de |a Société Suisse pour la
Recherche en Education (SSRE), cette
conférence parmettra a tous ceux dont

les expériences, les points de vue ou les
préoccupations concernent le rdle
d’'une ou des science(s) de I'éducation
dans les sociétés actuelles, les rap-
ports entre recherches et pratiques
éducatives et surtout la place et le sta-
tut de I'éducation comparée au sein
des Sciences de |'éducation, d'en dis-
cuter lors des dabats suscités par les
exposds, des présentations et des
analyses d'études de cas nationaux.
Das ateliers pourront étre organises ol
seront traitées des questions plus spé-
cialisées telles que: 'apport de la futu-
rologie & la connaissance de I'évolution
des systémes d'éducation; I'analyse de
systeme et la dynamique des institu-
tions eéducatives; les methodes
d'analyse des dimensions territoriales
de la formation, etc.

La traduction simultanée est prévue en
allemand, frangais ou anglais. Les
communications peuvent étre adres-
sées dans I'une de cestrois langues aux
responsables suivants:

- Pour le theme «Des sciences ou une
science de I'éducationn: Prof. W.
Mitter (Frankfurt a.M.).

— Pour le théme «La place de I'éduca-
tion comparée dans les sciences de
I'éducations: Prof. R. Cowen (Lon-
don).

— Pour le theme «les sciences de
I'éducation et la formation des mai-
tresn: Prof. E. Egger (Genéve).

Un programme plus élabore sera en-
voyé aux intéressés debut janvier
1981. Pour toute correspondance con-
cernant les communications ou d'au-
tras informations, il est déja possible
de s'adresser au Comité d’ organisation
locale:

COMNFERENCE EUROPEENNE D'EDU-
CATION COMPAREE

c/o Prof. P, FURTER

Université de Genéve

LINI NI

24, rue Général Dufour

1211 Genave 4 (Suisse)

Tél.: 22/20.93.33 - Int. 2730
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CESE now has a legal
status!

At the General Assembly of CESE in
Valencia on June 28, 1979, the new
statutes were discussed and adopted.
The General Assambly also asked the
Secretary-Treasurer to continue his
efforts with the Balgian authorities in
view of obtaining a recognized legal
status for CESE according to the Bel-
gian law of October 25, 1919.

We hereby have the honour of an-
nouncing that these endeavours have
been crowned with success. A Royal
Decree, signed by King Baudouin on
February 26, 1980, granted legal sta-
tus to CESE and approved the statutes

La CESE a un statut
légal!

Lors de I'Assemblée générale de la CE-
SE 4 Valence, le 28 juin 1979, les nou-
veaux statuts ont été discutés et enfin
adoptes.

En méme temps |'Assemblée générale
demandait au secrétaire de continuer
les démarches auprés les autorités bel-
ges afin d'obtenir le statut légal pour la
CESE selon les termes de la loi belge du
25 octobre 1919.

Mous avons I'honneur d annoncer que
cette affaire a été couronnée avec
succés. Un Arrété royal, signe par le roi
Baudouin le 26 février 1980, accorde
la personnalité civile a4 la CESE et ap-
prouve les statuts de notre association.

of our association. The statutes, as also /Les statuts ainsi que les noms, pré-

the names, first names, professions

and addresses of the committes mem-

bers, were published in the Moniteur

belge - Belgisch Staatsblad of June 19,

1980.

Our members are well aware of the ad-

vantages of the recognized legal sta-

tus. An international association, like

CESE, which has a recognized legal

status can:

- accept gifts, grants, legacies, and
subsidies of any sort;

— own property;

- take legal action if required;

- give evidence of power of attorney
delegated to any member or other
parson represanting the association
or acting on its behalf.

H. Van daele

nams, professions et domiciles des

membres du comité ont été publiés

dans le Moniteur - Belgisch

Staatsblad du 19 juin 1980.

MNos membres connaissent les avanta-

ges de ce statut légal. Le fait qu'une as-

sociation internationale comme la CE-

SE posséde un statut juridique recon-

nu, lui permet:

- de recevoir des dons, legs et subsi-
des de toute nature;

—~ de possedear son propre patrimaoine;

- d'ester en justice si nécessaire;

- de fournir la preuve des pouvoirs
délégués a certains de ses membres
ou & toute autre personne mandatésa
par I'association pour les représen-
ter ou agir en son nom.

H. Van daele

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE

CESE-members are requested to
pay their 1980 fee (650 Beigian
francs) to the CESE account:
Banque Bruxelles-Lambert
310-0065613-30.

CESE needs your support to be
able to develop and strengthen its
activities and services.

Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

COTISATION ANNUELLE

Les membras de la CESE sont
priés de payer leur cotisation pour
1980 (650 FB) au compte sui-
vant:

Banque Bruxelles-Lambert
310-0065613-30.

La CESE a besoin de votre aide
pour pouvoir développer et ren-
forcer ses activités et ses services.
Merci d’avance pour votre coopé-
ration.

JAHRESBEITRAG 1980

CESE Mitglieder werden gebetan,
ihren Jahresbeitrag fiir 1980 (650
Bfrs) auf folgendes Konto zu Gher-
weisen:

Banque Bruxelles-Lambeart
310-0065613-30.

Wir brauchen lhre Unterstiitzung
um die Aktivitaten und Dienste der
CESE zu verstarken.

Besten Dank im voraus for ihr Ent-
gegenkommen.




African-German -
Cooperation in

Educational Research and
Curriculum Development

By Peter Sachsenmeier
The idea of strengthening international
cooperation in the field of curriculum
emerged in the second part of the
1960s as a response to the increasing
need for systematic curriculum
change. An International Seminar for
Advanced Training in Curriculum De-
velopment and Innovation held in
Granna, Sweden, in 1972 was attend-
ed by teams from 23 countries from all
parts of the world, and represented a
first effort to implement this idea in
Africa.
Early in 1972, a delegation from vari-
ous educational research institutions
and international bodies contacted by
persanal visits, correspondence or te-
lephone wvarious curriculum centres,
nits or projects in their respective re-
gions. One of the aims of these con-
tacts was to identify the training needs
of curriculum personnel in the coun-
tries concerned.
In 1875, it was estimated that more
than 50 countries in Africa, Asia and
Latin America had set up curriculum
development centres or similar institu-
tions in charge of curriculum reform
and quality control of education. While
some centres such as those in Sri
Lanka and Ghana were established in
the late 1960s the majority of them
came into existence during the early
1970s. The training needs for Africa
were spelt out by Dave in a survey of six
African countries:
Iin the six countries taken together,
there are about six million children in
schools for whom some 150 persons
are engaged in developing curricula
and contributing significantly in deter-
Jining the content and quality of
school education. Out of these 150
curricula developers about 75 persons
do not have any systematic initial train-
ing in the theory and practice of curri-
culum development (1).

With a massive training exercise for all
curriculum developers in Africa Dave
claimed it would be possible to elimin-
ate "curriculum illiteracy’ in the African
continent within a few years.

Developments in Africa

In Africa, various curriculum develop-
ment centres had in the early 70s been
corresponding with the International
Institute for Educational Planning
(IlEP) in Paris.The centres included or-
ganizations in Ethiopia, Gambia,
Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, Tanzania and Zambia. A circular
letter was sent out to a series of curri-
culum organisations in English-speak-
ing countries south of the Sahara and
north of the Zambezi to inquire about

the interest they had in teams from
their curriculum centres attending a
possible training seminar. These pre-
paration culminated in the African Re-
gional Seminar for Advanced Training
in Systematic Curriculum Develop-
ment and Evaluation being held in
1975. The aim of this four-week semi-
nar was to provide intensive training in
systematic curriculum development
and evaluation for curriculum specia-
lists from 10 African countries. In addi-
tion, the seminar served as a forum for
the exchange of experience in coping
with many problems of curriculum de-
velopment and evaluation in different
countries.

The Formation of African
Curriculum Organization (ACO)

In 1976 a follow up to this seminar was
organized in the form of a Training
Course on Techniques of Data Collec-
tion and Analysis in Educational Re-
search, jointly organized by the Inter-
national Centre for Education Evalua-
tion (ICEE), UNESCO and the DSE, and
held at the University of Ibadan, Nige-
ria, 6-18 September, 1976.

This particular training course is im-
portant not only because of its content,
but also because it was the occasion
for the first Representative Council
Meeting of the newly founded ACO.

Some ACO Activities

The formation of the ACO was en-
dorsed politically by a meeting of Afri-
can Ministers of Education held in La-
gos in 1976 and heavily backed by the
German Foundation for International
Development (DSE). Again the ACO
stressed the need for professional
training in the curriculum field. For
example, in August 1977, directors
and senior members of African curricu-
lum centres attended the second inter-
national seminar on Case Studies on
the Determination of Learning Needsin
Rural Areas, jointly organized by IIEP
and the DSE and held in West Berlin,
FR Germany. Shortly after the study
tour a meeting between ACO and Ger-
man educationists interasted in Africa
was held.

A further intensive workshop, the se-
cond in a series organized by ACO and
DSE, took place in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, in November-December
1977. The emphasis in that workshop
was on techniques of curriculum deve-
lopment and its aim was to equip parti-
cipants with the skills and competen-

v

cies necessary for the successful exe-
cution of their assignments in their re-
spective curriculum centres. To this
end a report on the workshop has been
published by the Institute of Education
in Dar es Salaam (2).

A workshop held in Banjul, Gambia, in
July-August 1978 was devoted to
aspects of curriculum materials pro-
duction with the following objectives:
{a) Toincalculate practical skills in the
area of curriculum materials with parti-
cular reference to books and other cur-
riculum media.

{b) To incalculate skills necessary for
evaluating and adapting curriculum
material.

(e} To incalculate basic library and
technical skills necessary for under-
standing production, utilization and
storage of curriculum material.

{d) To provide training in collection,
production and use of local curriculum
material.

Another workshop in this series, this
time concentrating on the theme of
early childhood education, and jointly
organized by the Kenya Institute of
Education and DSE, was held at the
Kenya Institute of Education in Nairobi
in July/August 1979. It concentrated
particularly on an integrated curricu-
lum necessary for the first years of pri-
mary schooling, and on the linkage
problems which may arise between the
home and the new school environ-
ment.

Evaluation has always been an impor-
tant aspect of curriculum work. With
the help of sponsors such as DSE, the
Science Education Programme for
Africa SEPA, and others, among them
the Carnegie Foundation, ACO has
been able to offer in recent years a
comprehensive masters’ programme
in educational evaluation, based at the
|CEE, Institute of Education, University
of Ibadan, Nigeria.

A one-year postgraduate Basic Train-
ing Course in Systematic Curriculum
Development for specialists in the ACO
has now started. It is being funded by
Kenya and by FR Germany, and bein

implemanted by the Kenya Institute o
Education, the Education Faculty of the
University of Nairobi and the German

References

(1) DAVE, RH.. Training needs in curriculum de-
vaiopmant and planning with special reference fo
African countries. International Institute for Edu-
cational Planning, Paris, 1978

{2) Charles Kalugula/Pater Sachsenmeier (ads.)
Technigues in Curriculum Development. Instituta
gfa Edutatmn, Tanzania, Dar es Salaam, 1978,
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Agency for Technical Cooperation.
This latter course is in three stages, i.e.
correspondence (with participants at
well over 20 African national curricu-
lum centres), residential (in Nairobi),
and field work/developmantal re-
search back at the home centres of
participants. The course content was
contributed to by a mammaoth writing
workshop bringing together some 50
professionals from all over Africa. The
target is to train some 500 people
through this course over the next five
yaars. More information on this parti-
cular training programme is available
from the author. The CESE secretariat
holds a collection of materials deve-
loped so far.

Educational research links are now
also being established between Ger-
man researchers interested in Third
World problems, and African collea-
gues. In February 1980, and again with
the backing of DSE, the German Com-
mission for Educational Research with
Third World Countries (BDW) and ACO
held a joint African-German research
conference on the island of Mauritius,
«The role of educational research in
educational and societal develop-
mentn. A comprehensive report is cur-
rently being prepared by the author
and Prof. Barnabas Otaala of the Uni-
versity of Nairobi, and will shortly be
published by DSE. The report will in-
corporate contributions, as well as the
proceedings of the research confer-
ence.

Conclusion

International development agencies
see the national curriculum develop-
ment centres as prime agents of reform
in their respective countries and seem
to consider its money well spent on a
multiplier group par excellence. It is
obvious that one by-product of this
massive training programme for edu-
cational personnel is an increase in in-
ternational traffic, and in only three or
four years from now we shall see whe-
ther or not this will have led to the
building up of a network of communi-
cation among curriculum developers
and researchers in Africa and else-
where as well to increased efficiency
and competence.

Peter Sachsenmeier is project coordi-
nator for the postgraduate Basic Train-
ing Course in Systematic Curriculum
Development, jointly organized by
Kenya Institute of Education, Univer-
sity of Nairobi, and German Agency for
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) on behalf
of the African Curriculum Organiza-
tion. Apart from his present work, he
has contributed to comparative educa-
tion through a number of publications,
including the book, Reformkonzeptio-
nen der Lehrerbildung in der Sowjet-
unfon (Weinheim: Beltz, 1978). From
1975-1977, he was an editor of the
trilingual /nternational Review of Edu-
cation. His address in Kenya: P.0. Box
54845, Nairobi.
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CESE Committee Meeting

The CESE Committee met in Geneva on
September 5 and 6, 1980. The date
initially suggested for the Tenth Con-
ferance (namely July 12-18, 1981)
proved to be impossible for several
practical reasons.

The new date is September 20-23,
1981. We do realize that this new date
is more convenient for several CESE
members. We regret the change,
though, but we hope most members
can manage to change their plans.
The CESE commitiee also simplified
and focused the academic programme.
The title of the conference remains:
«The future of educational science(s):
theoretical and institutional issuesy,
but the central themes are:
— educational science or educational
sciences? (Chairman: Prof. W. Mit-
ter).

- the place of comparative education
in the educational sciencels)?
{Chairman: Prof. R. Cowen).

- the development of educational
science(s) and teacher education?
(Chairman: Prof. E. Egger).

The Conference will put initial stress on
case studies, themselves written
around the core themes of the Confer-
ence. Plenary session papers will deal
with the three core themes. In addition,
workshops will be organized. In parti-
cular members will be encouraged to
prepare materials for these workshops
on the theme of structural analysis and
on futurology and education. Members
willing to organize these two work-
shops should contact the CESE secre-
tary or Prof. P. Furter (Genava),

Working languages will be French,

German and English.
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From national and
regional societies

Dutch-speaking society

The Dutch-speaking society has a new
committea:

President: Prof. Dr. W. Wielemans,
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
Vesaliusstraat 2

3000 Leuven (Belgium)

Secretary: Drs. W.G. Van Velzen
Maasland 8

5144 EN Waalwijk (Holland).

Colloque international
de I'A.F.E.C.
itLes futurs de I'éducation»n
16-17 mai 1980

Ce collogue a réuni B0 participants de

18 pays. Il avait été préparé par deux

journées d'études et trois groupes de

travail qui avaient été constitués sur les

thémes suivants:

- les prospectives de I'éducation

= ?&s prospectives économico-socia-
as

- l'education dans les perspectives
d'évolution & long terme des rela-
tions Nord-Sud.

Une séance plénigre introduite par
Jean Auba et Michel Debeauvais a
donné lieu a un débat général sur la ba-
se des exposés des responsables des
trois groupes de travail préparatoires:
Shapour Rassekh; Jean-Pierre Pelle-
grin; Le Than Khoi.

Les participants se sont ensuite réunis
an trois groupes de discussion, dont les
rapports ont été présentés en séance
pléniére par Pierre Laderriére (groupe
des prospectives économico-sociales),
Thierry Malan (groupe des prospecti-
ves sur I'éducation), et Sarella Henri-
quez (groupe Nord-Sud).

Plusieurs th&émes ont dominé les dé-
bats:

~ Le contraste entre le nombre et |'au-

dience des prospectives économi-
co-sociales: Club de Rome, étude
Léontier (Nations-Unies), Interfu-
turs (OCDE)etc., et d'autre part les
rares prospectives portant sur I'édu-
cation: Europe 2000, ou méme des
études sur les perspectives & long
terme de 'éducation.
Malgré les programmes entrepris
sur ce théme par 'UNESCO depuis
1978 et par de nombreux pays so-
cialistes, peu de publications sont
disponibles, et leur écho est faible
{par exemnple le livre U 90 publié au
Danemark, le rapport du Séminaire
2000 publié par I'Institut Internatio-
nal de planification de I'éducation, li-
vre du Club de Rome «No limits to
learning).

- Est-il significatif qu'aucune des
prospectives économico-sociales ne
fasse une place & |'éducation? Est-ce
la conséquence d'un déclin de la
priorite attribuée a I'éducation pen-
dant des décennies 50 et 60 dans
les budgets nationaux et les opi-
nions publiques? ou un oubli & répa-
rer? La crise économique a-t-elle
pour contrepartie une crise de I'édu-
cation?
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La fin, ou tout au moins laremise en - Les futurologies ont fait I'objet de
cause du monopole du systéme sco- nombreuses remarques critiques:
laire; le développement des diverses de quelles positions préetablies
formes d'éducation extra-scolaires procédent-elles? qui servent-alles?
apparait comme une tendance & Plutst que d'imaginer un futur vide,
long terme. ne vaudrait-il pas mieux penser le
- Comment sont appelées a évoluer la futur dans le présent? L'influence
fonction de sélection sociale des des prophétes comme lllich ne
systémes scolaires, la fonction de  s'avére-t-elle pas plus importante
certification  professionnelle, la  gque celle des futurologues?
fonction de socialisation, la fonction — La notion de «creativité endogéney

1

de légitimation des valeurs? a suscité des controverses. Mais on

) a reconnu la necessité pour les pays

— Quelle influence exerceront las évo- du Tiers Monde d'élaborer les politi-
lutions politiques et économiques  ques dducatives wendogénesy» qui
sur I'éducation? diffarent du modaéle imité ou hérité

— On a noté deux évolutions possibles des pays industriels.
(et peut-&tre paralléles, ou complé-

mentaires) de I'éducation: vers 18 | oo documents de travail, les commu-

décentralisation, lautonomie, la . ...
crbativits. nications et les rapports du Collogque

—

Weinhaim-B I, Beltz, 1980 (Studi
PU BL'CAT'O NS un?inﬂ‘gltcr:maanstitin:nn Zur Duut;:l;g:
Bildungsgeschichte, Band 15).
The CESE secretariat has received the

Pl SCHMOLDT, Benno
Toliowing publications: Zur Theorie und Praxis des Gymnasial-

Le secrétariat de la CESE arequ les pu- . orionre (1900-1930). Eine Studie

blications suivantes: zum Verhéltnis von Bild ;
. ungstheorie

Publikationen: sen und Richert, Weinheim-Basel,

ROHAS, Hermann Beltz, 1980 (Studien und Dokumenta-

Die Reform des Erziehungswesens als tionen zur Deutschen Bildungsge-

internationale Aufgabe. Entwickiung schichte, Band 18).

und Zielstelfung des Weltbundes fiir Er-

neuerung der Erziehung, Rheinstetten, FURTER. Pierre

Schindele, 1977, Les systémes de formation dans leurs
contextes, Berne-Francfort, Peter
ROHRS, Hermann Lang, 1980 (Collection Exploration).

Die Reformpéddagogik. Ursprung und

Ver/auf in Europa, Hannover, Schroe- Formen und Funktionen von Schillab-
del, 1980 (Das Bildungsproblem in der schiussen in England, falien und
Geschichte des europaischen Erzie- Schweden, Minchen, Minerva Publi-

~hungsdenkens, Band XVI, 1). kation, 1980 (Marburger For-
. schungsstelle fur vergleichende Erzie-
ROHRS, Hermann hungswissenschaft, Texte - Dokumen-

Die progressive Egﬂﬂhunpsbawa'yung- te - Barichte zum Bildungswesan aus-
Verlauf und Auswirkung der Reformpé- gewahiter Industriestaaten, 24).
dagogik n den USA. Hannover,

Schroedel, 1977 (Das Bildungspro- HOLMES, Brian (ed.)

blem in der Geschichte des européis- Diversity and Unity. A comparative '

chen Erziehungsdenkens, Band XVI, Analysis. London, Allen & Unwin,

2). 1980.
ROHRARS, Hermann und LENHART, Vol- Canadian and International Education.
ker Education canadienne et internationale,

Deutsche Entwicklungshelfer in der Maontréal, Vill, 1979, n.2, et IX, 1980,

Lehrerausbildung Afghanistans, Mei- n.1.

senheim am Glan, A. Hain, 1978 (Af-

ghanische Studien, Band 18). Ecole et Paix. Revue de 'Association
= mondiale Ecole Instrument de Faix,

ROHRS, Hermann und MEYER, Emst  Genave, 1980, n.2,

Die pddagogische ldeen Martin Bubers,

Wiesbaden, Akademische Verlagsge- /nnovation, Genéve, 1980, n.26.

sellschaft, 1979 (Erziehungswissens-

chaftliche Reihe, Band 18B). Curriculum Development Newsletter,

B Mairobi, 1980, n.1.
KOPPENHOFER, Peter
Bildung und Ausfese. Untersuchungen Awareness list - Bulletin signalétigue
zur sozialen Herkunft der héheren [ERS. Genéve, 1979, n.8 (Lifelong edu-
Schiler Badens  1834/36-1850, cation - Education permanante).

seront publies dans le prochain bulletin
de I'AFEC.

L'AFEC a tenu son Assemblée Générale

pendant le Collogue.

- Le bureau élu a nommé Denis Kallen
comme président an remplacement
de Michel Debeauvais qui a éte
nomme président d’honneur,

- Jean Auba, vice-président sortant, a
été nommeé vice-président fonda-
teur et remplacé par Pierre Laderrié-
re.

L'Assemblée Générale a choisi comme
thame de travail pour 1980-81, wles
réformes dducativesyn. La prochaine
journée de travail sur ce théme a été
fixée au samedi 25 octobre.

e

Forum. Council of Europe, Strasbourg,
1880, n.1.

Eurapean Cultural Foundation. Annual
Report 1378. Amsterdam, 1980.

European Cultural Foundation, News-
fetter, Amsterdam, 1980, n.7.

VARIA

Still available — Sont toujours dis-
ponibles — Noch vorratig:
Proceedings of the CESE — Délibé-
rations de la CESE - Beschlisse
der CESE:
1. Comparative Education Re-
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Eurydice (Central Unit) (*)

Official Opening

The Commission of the European
Communities has announced the
official opening of EURYDICE, the
Education Information Network
in the European Community.
The establishing of this Network
oes back to 19786, when the
ouncil of the European Commu-
nities and the Ministers of Educa-
tion adopted an action program-
me in the field of education and
agreed to set up a network of in-
formation services on education
in the Community to exchange in-
formation rapidly for the benefit
of those in policy-making posi-
tions. This information network,
to be known as EURYDICE, is de-
signed in this way to underpin the
ucation action programme.
The structure of EURYDICE is
based on the mutual co-operation
of National Units and the Central
Unit.
In accordance with their own dis-
tinctive education structures,
each Member State has design-
ated one or two National Units to
participate in the network.
The European Cultural Founda-
tion, acting under contract to the
Commission of the European
Community, has taken the res-
ponsability of setting-up a Cen-
tral Unit in Brussels, to co-operate
with the Commission’s Education
Service. The task of the Central
Unit isto co-ordinate and animate
EURY¥DICE.

Who May Use the Services
of the Network?

EURYDICE will serve educational
policy-makers at Community and
Member States level and in cer-
tain cases at regional and local le-
vels. The Member States have
agreed that the definition of those
educational policy-makers first to
be allowed to use the Network
should be decided on a national
basis. The definitions given on the
basis of this agreement reflect the
different educational structures
of the countries and the initial ca-
pacities of EURYDICE Units. At
Community level, access to
EURYDICE via the Central Unit
will be restricted to the Commu-
nity institutions, and Community-
wide associations of rectors and
teachers in present or planned
Commission or Community deve-
lopments in the educational field.

6

Priorities

In the first phase of operation,

EURYDICE will concentrate on

four policy themes whose priority

significance has been underlined

by the Community Education Ac-

tion Programme.

These four themes are:

— transition from school to wor-
king life,

— teaching and learning of fo-
reign languages,

— education of migrants and
their families, and

— policies and conditions of ad-
mission of students to higher
education.

Requests for information on other
educational policy trends not en-
compassed by these specialised
areas will be accepted by EURY-
DICE on a case by case basis. In
the light of the developing needs,
new themes may be added later.

Ways of Working

EURYDICE provides a service al-
lowing policy-makers to gain ac-
cess quickly to relevant informa-
tion on educational issues.

Policy-makers in the Members
States are invited to pass their in-
formation requests to their Natio-
nal Unit, those of the Community
institutions should make their re-
quests to EURYDICE through the
Education Service of the Com-
mission. The requests will be cha-
nelled to as many Information
Units as the user desires.

The EURYDICE Central Unit is de-
veloping a data base in which
answers to requests and material
from other sources covering im-
portant comparative information
will be stored. Access to this data
base is available to all EURYDICE
Units.

In addition to responding to re-
quests, ELURYDICE will take every
opportunity to exploit its growing
stock of comparative information
on educational policy issues. The
Commission’s Education Service,
with the assistance of the Central
Unit, intends to organise informa-
tion seminars and special expert
meetings on themes of common
interest, and issue topical papers
aimded at providing policy infor-
mation on issues currently impor-
tant to EURYDICE users.

In accordance with the Resolution

of the Council and Ministers of
Education of 1976, the Education
Committee of the European Com-
munity will oversee the develop-
ment of EURYDICE. The Educa-
tion Committee consists of offi-
cial representatives of the educa-
tional authorities from each
Member State and of the Com-
mission’s Education Service.

Links

In answering information re-
quests, EURYDICE Central Unit
and the National Units have ac-
cess to and are in close co-opera-
tion with specialised Mational and
European Centres working in the
field of education. Close co-ope-
ration between the Directorate —
General for Science, Research
and Education to which EURYDI-
CE is closely attached and the Di-
rectorate General of Information
Market and Innovations of the
Commission is designed to allow
for the EURYDICE information
systems, first established for ma-
nual operation, to be compatible
with on-line automated working
within the context of Euronet.

Arrangements made with the Sta-
tistical Office of the Communities
permit EURYDICE to draw upon
the data and experience of that
Office and its associated network
of Member States Statistical Offi-
ces to furnish replies to the statis-
tical elements of requests.
EURYDICE is outward looking. =~
Links with the Council of Europe
encourage the flow of educatio-
nal information between the
Community and the wider Euro-
pe. They also encourage the joint
development of the Eudised The-
saurus to provide the Members
States of the Community and of
the Council of Europe with a
constantly improved and updated
tool to facilitate the exchange of
educational information.

(European Cuftural Foundation. Newsietter,
n" 8, Septembar 1380, pp. 10-11).

(*) 8 Sq. de Meeds, Office 4/9
1040 Brussels
Belgium
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